
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-089
NPDES NO. CA0006343

REISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CAIJ::ON CORroRATION
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO
SAN MATEO COUNTY

'Ihe california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter the Board) finds that:

l. calgon corporat.Lon, a subsidiary of Merck and company, Inc., hereinafter
the discharger, by application dated October 22, 1986, has applied for
reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). 'Ihe
application was amended by letters dated January 30, 1987 and June 12,
1987.

2. 'Ihe discharger's wastewater consists solely of industrial waste which
results from the manUfacturing of magnesium hydroxide and other magnesium
products produced by lime and dolomite addition and selective
precipitation from Bay water. The waste is essentially inorganic and the
effluent consists primarily of returned Bay water from their precipitation
process. The wastewater also contains magnesium and calcium salts,
filtrates, wash water, sealing water from their rotary vacuum filter
P1.IDlps, flue gas scrub water, filter backwash water, boiler blowdown, Bay
water foamate, and laboratory wastes. Sanitary sewage is discharged to the
City of South San Francisco's sewer system.

3. The report of waste discharge describes the existing discharge as follows:
'Ihe average discharge rate is 4.2 million gallons per day (mgd) and the
maximum rate is 6.2 mqd, Effluent treatment consists of grit and sand
removal and partial pH neutralization. After treatment the effluent is
combined with the effluents from the waste treatment plants of the Cities
of South San Francisco/san Bruno (SSF/SB), Millbrae, and Burlingame, and
the SF International Airport. The combined flow is dechlorinated and
discharged into lower San Francisco Bay, a water of the State and united
States, at a point northeast of Point San Bruno through a submerged
diffuser about 5300 feet offshore at a depth of 20 feet below mean lower
low water. [LatitUde 37 deg., 39 min., 55 sec.; Longitude 122 deg., 21
mi.n., 41 sec.]

4. The discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR)
Order No. 82-8 which allow discharge into San Francisco Bay.

5. The Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the
San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986. The Basin
Plan contains water quality objectives for lower San Francisco Bay and
contiguous waters.
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